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Bones rather than bodies are referred to, as the usual practice was to bury a body for

several years then to collect the bones of a number of huaqiao at once to be ‘returned

to China’.19 An alternative, for those who could afford it, was to be embalmed, as

Hong Wong was in 1901, his body being accompanied to the home village by his

sister Ah Ching.20

Those who were buried in Sydney sometimes had to wait quite a time to be ‘returned

to China’. Ah Chung was buried in 1892, but was not returned until 1923, while Ah

Sing, who was buried in 1884, was finally removed only in 1946.22 Another Ah

Chung, who died in 1889 aged 23 in Sydney Hospital, must wait indefinitely as his

entry is marked, ‘Typhoid case not permitted to be removed.’23 However, the average

                                                       
19 ‘Returned to China’, usually written in red ink, indicated exhumed plots. Rookwood Cemetery,

Anglican Trust: Register of Burials in the Necropolis at Haslem’s Creek, under the Necropolis
Act of 1867, 31st Victoria, no.14, ‘Chinese Section of General Cemetery’.

20 Australian Archives (NSW), SP42/1; C47/2369, Wellington Wing Ning, Charles Wong Wing
Kau, statutory declaration by Ah Ching, December 1914.

21 See Appendix IV, Table 12.
22 ‘Chinese Section of General Cemetery’, op. cit., Ah Chung, 1892 & Ah Sing, 1884.
23 ‘Chinese Section of General Cemetery’, op. cit., Ah Chung, 1889.

Huaqiao  burial and returns to China 1875-1950

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
18
75

18
80

18
85

18
90

18
95

19
00

19
05

19
10

19
15

19
20

19
25

19
29

19
34

19
39

19
44

19
49

Year

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
p

eo
p

le

Burials

Returned

Chart 6: At the period of most active exhumation and shipment of bones, from 1875
to the late 1930s, a peak of 75% of burials in the ‘Old Chinese Section’ of Rookwood
Cemetery were, ‘returned to China’, with an average of 55% to 65%.  Note the drop in
returns around the time of the 1911 revolution. The total number of burials in this
section from 1875 to 1950 was 3,094.21
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